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Name Antonio Cerasa 

E-mail antonio.cerasa@cnr.it

Date of Birth 

ORCID https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8022-4770 

WebSite 

Web Of Science Research ID https://researcherid.com/rid/E-8614-2011

Scopus ID 6507235102 

CURRENT POSITION 

02/05/2025 - today Acting Director Department of Biomedical Sciences, CNR, Rome 

PAST POSITION 

1/07/2024 –31/03/2025 Acting Director of the Institute of BioImaging and complex biological systems 
(IBSBC-CNR), Milan, Italy 

15/07/2024–30/06/2025 Acting President of the Mi4 CNR area, LITA, Milan, Italy 

WORK EXPERIENCE 

1996-1998 STUDENT GRANT: Laboratory of psychophysiology, University “La Sapienza” of Rome (Head, 
prof. P. Violani).  

1999-2000 Ungraduate Student at the Santa Lucia Foundation (IRCCS) of Rome (HEAD, PROF M. 
MOLINARI). “Rhythmic entrainment in patients with cerebellar damage” neurophysiological 
study in collaboration with Molecular, Cellular, and Integrative Neuroscience Program, 
Colorado State University (Prof. M Thaut) 

April 2000 Visiting scientist at the National Institute of Health, NINDS, Medical Neurology Branch. 
Bethesda, Maryland, USA (HEAD, PROF M. HALLETT). Implementation of behavioral interface 
(motor domain) for fMRI study (3 T, GE). 

Sep - Dic 2001 Graduate Research Assistant to GE. Hagberg MD, Laboratory of Neuroimaging, Santa 
Lucia Foundation, IRCCS, Rome. Research grant: “Functional and structural MR in patients 
with cerebellar damage”.  

Jan – Dec 2002 Graduate Research Assistant to U. Sabatini MD, Laboratory of Neuroimaging, Santa Lucia 
Foundation, IRCCS, Rome. Research grant: “Functional and anatomic basis of brain network 
subserving rhythmic perception and motion”.  

Jun – Dec 2002 Scientific collaboration with Institute of Neurological Sciences, CNR of Cosenza: 
Implementation of behavioral interface (cognitive domain) for fMRI study (1.5 T, GE). 

Jan – Dec 2003 Graduate Research Assistant to U. Sabatini MD, Laboratory of Neuroimaging, Santa Lucia 
Foundation, IRCCS, Rome. Research grant: “Voxel-based morphometry: clinical application in 
patients with stroke”.  

Jan 2004 – Feb 2008 Post-graduate Research Assistant at the Neuroimaging laboratory, Institute of Neurological 
Sciences, CNR of Cosenza. Research grant: “Identification of genetic polymorphism in 
patients with neurological disease”.  

EDUCATION 

https://antoniocerasa.com

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8022-4770
https://antoniocerasa.com/
https://researcherid.com/rid/E-8614-2011


Graduate Graduation in Psychology at University “La Sapienza” of Rome, Italy (1999), final mark 
110/110 cum laude. Thesis: “The application of virtual reality technology for the rehabilitation 
of people with cerebellar and basal ganglia pathology”. In collaboration with ENEA of 
Casaccia, Rome, Italy. 

Post-Graduate PhD in Clinical Neuroscience, Faculty of Medicine, University of Messina. title of dissertation: 
“The effect of BDNF Val66Met polymorphism on brain function in controls and patients with 
multiple sclerosis: an imaging genetic study”. 2006-2008 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

2006-2017 Part-time psychology lecturer at University of Calabria (UNICAL), Rende (CS), Italy 

2005-2025 Part-time psychology lecturer at University of “Magna Graecia”, Germaneto (CZ), Italy. 

AWARDS 

2004 TRAVEL AWARD: Human Brain Mapping (HBM), Budapest 13-17 June, Hungary. 

2005 TRAVEL AWARD: European Committee for treatment and research in Multiple Sclerosis 
(ECTRIMS). Thessaloniki, 28-30 September, Greece. 

2006 TRAVEL AWARD: Human Brain Mapping (HBM), Firenze 11-15 June, Italy. 

2007 TRAVEL FELLOWSHIP: SINS (ITALIAN SOCIETY OF NEUROSCIENCE), Verona 
September 27-30. Italy. 

2017 Award for best book in Scientific Communication (Associazione Italiana del Libro, Giancarlo 
Dosi). Roma 14 December, Italy 

2023-2025 
 
 

2023-2025 

Listed in the ranking of researchers with the highest level of scientific productivity worldwide 
(D-INDEX) at 240th place in Italy (4th among CNR researchers) by Research.com. 
(https://research.com/u/antonio-cerasa)   

Ranked in the top 2% of scientists with the highest level of productivity in the world, drawn up 
by Stanford University (https://topresearcherslist.com/Home/Profile/1195157) 

GRANTS (last two 
years) 

2022 

2024-2027 

2025-2027 
 
 
 
 

2025-2027 

2022: PNRR: M6/C2_CALL 2022 project Topic C, Lazio Country. CO-PI Project titled (Prot. 
N° 002308 del 14.04.2022): “A multimodal machine learning approach for precision medicine 
and personalized care of patients with rotator cuff diseases (PNRR-MAD-2022-12376080). 
(budget: 1.000.000€; 357.000€ budget CNR). 
https://www.pnrr.salute.gov.it/portale/pnrrsalute/dettaglioBandiPNRRSalute.jsp?lingua=italiano
&id=295 

MISE 2° Bando 2021, id pos 231. P.I. (Prot N° 16270, 23.01.2023) project titled: TERSICORE 
XRM: Tele-Rehabilitation Solutions with Innovative Cores of Extended Reality based on 
Metaverse. (TERSICORE XRM – Accordo per l’Innovazione Prog. n. F/350201/01-04/X60. 
(Role: Scientific leader; total budget IRIB-CNR: 2.537.525,00€) 

 

CO-PI Project (Prot N° 0290565 of 26.11.2024) “LIBRA – Lung Illness and BReath monitoring 
with Advanced photonics techniques and AI data analysis” - Cascade Call National Plan for 
complementary investments to the PNRR PNC – Project PNC0000003 “Anthem - AdvaNced 
Technologies for Human-centred Medicine” (D.D. Rep. n. 5854/2024, Prot. n. 117869/2024 of 
05/16/2024) (total IBSBC-CNR budget: €93457) 

CO-PI Project (Prot N° 0033341 of 10.12.2024) “Platform based on Natural Language 
Processing algorithms for remote assistance of people with neurophragility (AIging)” - Call 
Cascade of the PNRR Project ECS_00000024ROME TECHNOPOLE: AdvaNced 
Technologies for Human-centrEd Medicine”, SPOKE 4: Professional undergraduate education 
in technology - University of Cassino and Southern Lazio (total budget IBSBC-CNR: €88,206) 

Commissions & 
technical-scientific 

committees 

2025 Scientific Director of the "VIRUS MEMORY" project (SerGenCOVID - FOE 2024). 

2025 Scientific Director of the agreement between the Department of Biomedical Sciences of the 
CNR and the Istituto Superiore di Sanità for the project "The Italian Network of Biobanks and 
Biomolecular Resources (BBMRI-it)" under FOE 2022-2024 funds. 

https://research.com/u/antonio-cerasa
https://topresearcherslist.com/Home/Profile/1195157
https://www.pnrr.salute.gov.it/portale/pnrrsalute/dettaglioBandiPNRRSalute.jsp?lingua=italiano&id=295
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2025 Scientific Director for the CNR of the participation in the BIOGEM S.C.R.L. consortium (CF: 
02071230649), which operates in the field of experimental research and development in the 
natural sciences and engineering. 

2025 Member of the Management Committee of BBMRI-ERIC, appointed by the Italian National 
Institute of Health. 

2025 Member of the Scientific Committee of the 1st and 2nd level Master's Degree and Advanced 
Course "Rehabtech - Technologies for Innovation in Rehabilitative Medicine and Assistance: 
from technological innovation to clinical translation, research, and healthcare management" at 
the Polytechnic University of Milan (protocol no. 0374433; October 3, 2025)  

2025 Project Financial Signatory and legal representative for the CNR for the project "Building a 
European Strategic Research and Innovation Area in Direct Synergy with EU and International 
Initiatives for Pandemic Preparedness PLUS" (BE-READY plus); Call: HORIZON-HLTH-2024-
DISEASE-17. (Budget €1,000,000). 
 

2025 Scientific Director of the Operating Agreement of the Framework Agreement of March 20, 
2023, between the CNR of Rome and the Don Carlo Gnocchi Foundation ONLUS for the 
creation of a platform called the Health Data-Space for Neurorehabilitation and 
Neurorehabiliomics (Prot. No. 0117629, April 9, 2025)  
 

2025 Member of the DSB-CNR "Environment and Health" Working Group (protocol no. 82942, 
March 19, 2025) 
 

2024 Coordinator of SPOKE 6-PNRR for the "National Biodiversity Future Center – NBFC" project 
CN00000033 (Acronym: NBFC) - CUP B73D21014990006 (Prot. 248244/2024; dated July 15, 
2024). 

Peer-Reviewed 
Articles 

 

   

Most Relevant Publications in the last years:  
1) Maier-Hein KH, Neher PF, Houde JC, Côté MA, Garyfallidis E, Zhong J, Chamberland 

M, Yeh FC, Lin YC, Ji Q, Reddick WE, Glass JO, Chen DQ, Feng Y, Gao C, Wu Y, Ma 
J, Renjie H, Li Q, Westin CF, Deslauriers-Gauthier S, González JOO, Paquette M, St-
Jean S, Girard G, Rheault F, Sidhu J, Tax CMW, Guo F, Mesri HY, Dávid S, Froeling M, 
Heemskerk AM, Leemans A, Boré A, Pinsard B, Bedetti C, Desrosiers M, Brambati S, 
Doyon J, Sarica A, Vasta R, Cerasa A, et al.,. The challenge of mapping the human 
connectome based on diffusion tractography. Nat Commun. 2017; 8(1): 1349. doi: 
10.1038/s41467-017-01285-x. [IF= 12.7; 1400 Citations] 

2) Sarica A, Cerasa A§, Quattrone A. Random Forest algorithm for the classification of 
neuroimaging data in Alzheimer's disease: a systematic review. Front Aging Neurosci 
2017; 9:329. doi: 10.3389/fnagi.2017.00329 [IF= 3.78, 756 citations]. 

3) Jia X-Z, Zhao N, Dong H-M, Sun J-W, Barton M, Burciu R, Carrière N, Cerasa A, et al. 
Small P values may not yield robust findings: an example using REST-meta-PD. 
Science Bulletin 2021, doi: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scib.2021.06.007  [IF= 20.57]. 

4) Cerasa A*§, Koch G, Donzuso G, Mangone G, Morelli M, Brusa L, Stampanoni Bassi M, 
Ponzo V, Picazio S, Passamonti L, Salsone M, Augimeri A, Caltagirone C, Quattrone A. 
A network centred on the inferior frontal cortex is critical for inducing levodopa-induced 
dyskinesias. Brain 2015; 138 (2): 414-427. DOI: 10.1093/brain/awu329 [IF= 11.1, 105 
citations]. 

5) Cerasa A§, Gioia MC, Valentino P, Nisticò R, Chiriaco C, Pirritano D, Tomaiuolo F, 
Mangone G, Trotta M, Talarico T, Bilotti G, Quattrone A. Computer-assisted cognitive 
rehabilitation of attention deficits for multiple sclerosis: a randomized trial with fMRI 
correlates. Neurorehabilitation and Neural Repair 2013, 27(4):284-95. doi: 
10.1177/1545968312465194 [IF= 5.67, 211 citations]. 

 

Book  

1. Cerasa A. “Neuroscienze Traslazionali: dalla conoscenza del neurone alle applicazioni 
per la salute”. Collana Bussole. Carocci Editore, ISBN:9788874669264. Settembre 2022.  

2. Cerasa A. “Cooking therapy: trasformare la cucina in una palestra per la mente”. Collana 
Strumenti per il lavoro psico-sociale ed educativo. FrancoAngeli Editore, 2020. ISBN: 
9788891791795. 
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916,5 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scib.2021.06.007


 

 

3. Cerasa A, Tomaiuolo F. “La scatola magica: all’origine delle neuroscienze”. Collana 
Microscopi. Hoepli Editore, 2019. ISBN: 9788820388355 

4. Cerasa A. “Diversamente sano: Liberi di essere folli”. Collana Microscopi. Hoepli Editore, 
2018. ISBN: 9788820382995 

5. Cerasa A. “Expert brain, come la passione del lavoro modella il nostro cervello”. Collana 
Semi. FrancoAngeli Editore, 2017. ISBN: 9788891753670 
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